VOL. IV. 


Sumb. 230 


The Athenian Mercury. 


Queit. 1. V 

Coufin Germans be lawful? 
-. Anfw. We have already anfwer'd this 
Queftion in the Negative. See Vol. N. 

Queft. 2. Whether ix point of Confcience as 
well as Law, upon my Prefentation of a Clerk to 
a Living, 1 may require of bim a Bond to refign 
the Living at my Pleafure, and upon my De- 
mand: And whether there be any thing in the 
Oath of Simony, or in the Authorityof the Bi- 

over his Clergy, or otherwife, that {bould 
difable the Clerk\from giving [uch Bonds; and 
whether I may be in danger of Forfeiture by tak- 
ing tt ? : 

Anfw. If the Gentleman deferves the Liv- 
ing as well as any other, you can‘é repent 
giving it him abfolutely, fince_there’s no 
felling it ; if you are not fatisfied in him 
you may let him officiate till you and the 
Congregation can be better accommodated, 
only this in the mean time that he Offici- 
ates let not the leaft part of the Rights of 
proper Incumbent be detained from him; in 
{o doing we think you a& fafely, and are at 
your freedom, but for taking Bonds, &c. 
we know no Prefidents for it, and therefore 
tis impracticable. | 

Queft. 3. 4 Gentleman tho’ Married makes 
bis Addrefjes to a young Lady, concealing bis 
Marriage, not defigning any thing difhonourable 
by her, but purely out of adefire to gain ber Ac- 
guaintance, being Charmed by her Conver{ation. 
His Wife is fince fome confiderable time Dead, 
and be extreamly Melancholy, which was im- 
puted to the memory of bis Lofs: But being pri- 
vately watched he bas been heard to repeat fe- 
veral Sentences relating to Love, which are fup- 
pofedto be exprefs'd in his Letters formerly writ- 
ten tothe Lady, and with a great deal of Paf- 
fron when in private, fighing, abruptly calls upon 
her Name, ufing feveral other Expreffions of 
Love, even almoft to Madnefs. But being Cen- 
fured by her Relations for his former Intrigne 
during bis Marriage; and diffwaded by bis own 
Friends from entértaining any Thoughts of Love 
now, ‘tis feared by his Altions that he wil 
make [ome defperate attempt upon himfelf, if not 
by continual watching, or other means preven- 
ted. Your Advice therefore Gentlemens {peeds- 
ly defired, and what you think may be the readi- 
cf way to divert bis Malady: And whether the 
young Lady may not without any caufe of refletti- 
on. spon ber Honour entertain bim, norwith- 
franding bis former fault. ( as they are pleas ‘d to 
term it ) provided his Perfon; Fortune, Sc. be 


to the bighel 
prejudices. of Caftom, and the gfouadlefs 
Opinious of the Age reprefent ‘em. 


‘j 


Hether the Adarriage of 


Queft. 4. Cam they who Study the Black 
Art, otberwife called Conjurers, or in 4 word 
any toho deal with the Devil tell any Perfon the 
Event of bis Life abfolutely, that is, without the 
Maxim held by all Aftrologers, (viz.) Altra 
regunt Homines, fed regit Aftra Deus. And 
furcher, I defire. your Thoughts upon the heinouf- 
nels of the Sin, particularly in order to deter a 
Friend of mine from committing it, but more 
efpecially the whole Kingdom, a great part of 
which do too often ufe it, your Anfwer fpeedily 
left it comes.too late, ast0 my part, 

Anfw. Tis the incommunicable Attribute 
of God-to know things to come, all know- 
ledge chat Men or the Devil himfelf has of 
Futurities are owing to the Prophecies in 
Sacred Writ, or elfe the Quick Correfpon- 
dence that Devils keep, they can give no- 
tice a Week, a Fortnight, nay many Weeks 
( if the Voyage is long enough ) before any 
ordinary Poft or Meffage can, or elfe the De- 
vil knows from Natwra! Caujes as thus, fach 
and fuch Caafes have always produc’d fuch 

and fuch Effects, and muft do it again; but 
for Men , Devils , Spirits, Angels, &c. to 
know Futurities from an immediate Princi- 
ple of Fore-knowledge in themfelves is ae 
impoffibility, and thofe perfons that fup- 
pofe it, and practife either-by themfelves 
or others are abus’d, and know not what an 
impious folly they are guilty of. 


Queft. 5. AnoldCountrey Gentleman of a- 


bout Sixty, upon the faht of a Gay Lady above 
Twenty, whether it was by Sympathy or other- 
wife, found fuch Locomotive Faculties perplex 
him in fome peculiar parts that nothing could fa- 
tisfie bis Appetite but Enjoyment, for the obtain- 
ing of which, he Care{s'd, Vow'd, Sung, Dan- 
ced, Treated, and what was ftill more Efficaci- 
ous, be prefented to the bigheft degree, Gold 
Watches, Pearls, Guinies, and all things that 
might win the Charming Fort, which bad fo 
powerful an Operation, that after having view'd 
the pleafing Fort, &cc. be was waniied by the 
Governe/s a Surrender in a {kort time. Now in 
the Interim he finds bis former Paffions to be 
but empty; and be wants the power to become 
Viltorioms, defires Your Opinion which way be 
may beft ferve the Lady, bide bis own Inability, 
preferve bis Honomr, ard yer nov beg the help of 


any Neighbouring G arrifon, | 
Anfw, We know no better way for thé 
Gentleman than to make “as honourable a 
relin uifhment, of his pretences as’ he can, 
for Nature cn, won t— ogee 
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‘Queft. 7. Why do Parrots, Magpies, &c. 
talk, when al other Birds cannot, if the 
ame be ufed? > — 

i rag pee rab Inftin& of imica- 
aoa and‘not asfome believe froma 

formation of their Tongue, for if ic 
lay in the Tongue, then the likeft to Mens 


were the moft proper, 28a Dog, Cat, and o- 
ther Quadrt woud fpeak berrer than 
Parrots. 


Queft. 8 There i a certain thing in Walés, 
and | am told [een no where bit in the Dioce/s of 
St. Davis, called in the Brittifh Tongue Tan- 
Corph, Englifh Fetch-Candle $ ‘tis 4 certain 
Fire that is [een before the death of any perfon, 

erally believed to proceed fromthe very Body 
it felf, fometime before be dies, and often before 
be fickens, and obfervéd to go all along the way 
the Corps is afterwards to be carried to the place 
of Burial, tha it be through a River, and over 
the Grave feen to Vanifh with a little rufhling 
noife ; it’s bigger or leffer, redder or paler in pro- 
portion to the perfon to deceafe : There’ arema- 
ny things faid of it by the Natives, and fuch 
Circumft ances as are very amazing, too long to 
infert, but that there w fuch a thing ws paft 
doubr, my felf being once an Eye-witne/s of it : 
Now I would fain know your Sentiments con- 
cerning it, and as foon as conveniently you 


CAN, 

Anfw. ’Tis pofible this may be a Truth, 
but before we fearch for a reafon, we de- 
fireto be fatisfied from fuch Perfons that 
are Inhabitants there, whofe deceafed Rela- 
tions have been c in this Account, 
and who are themfelves Perfons of Credit 
and Judgmenr, and by confequence not apt 
either to impofe, or be impos’d upon by 
prejudices a ftrength of fancy, if we get a 
fabfcription of fuch Perfons, we'll give all 
oH {atisfaction we are able to our Que- 
rift. 
. 9. Whether it is a Sin for a Surgeon 


to Cure the Venereal Difeafe ? The occafion of 


the Queftion is this; The Querift i fpeedily 
defign'd for fome Employment; but amongft all 
that bave been propos'd, that ef a Chirurgeon 
pleafes bim beft: But be knowing that Difeafe 
to be one of the chief Hinges on which that Pro- 
feffion depends, has deferr’d bis Anfwer til be 
_ hears from you, whether it # lawful, without 
offending God, to Cure it, fince # feems de- 
fn 4 by bim, as a punifhment for thofe Offen- 


S. 
Anfw. There’sno Sicknefs in the World 
bue “tis for the punifhment of fome Sin, 


now we arecommanded, To ufe the Phyfician 
for God bath Created bim: Tis true, fome 


fort of Cures are efteem’d more honourable 
than others, 
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difcharge the Funétions ef the Soul, it isto 
be look'd upon as ferviceableto the Soul, if 
the ufe of ic is mif-imployed che Owners 


- themfelves are accountable for thar, andnor 


fuch as make ’em able to continue in Wick- 
ednefs, God himfelf does immediately give 
Life and Health to ill Men, and. will ex2@ 
an account of the difpefing of ir. Divines 
and Phyficians are the great Imitators of 


God himfelf. 
Queft.'10. 4 Perfon about fome Ten or 


Eleven years finee walking in his Ground in the 
Country, beardthe crying of ayouxg Child, and 
drawing near to the noife, perceived tt to bea 
young Infant naked; pity moved bim té take iz 
up, fecing #9 body near it, and carrying it home, 
Nurfed it for about the fpace of fix Moxths, 
one Morning the Child lying in the Cradle as 
they thought afleep, four or five people betmp near 
st, fomething rapped at the Window, the Child 
and the reft hearing of it, the Infant {poke, which 
it was mever heard to do before, Saying, 
Daddy Calls, and immediately Vanifhes om of 
the Cradle, and was never fince feen or beard 
of ; now pray Gentlemen give your Anfwer as full 
to the Point as may be refolvina whether it was 
Flefh and Blood, or Indued with an Immortal 
Sonl or not, 

Anfw. Pray fend to us the Name of the 
Place and Perfons where this happened, ‘fon 
the Relation is too ftrange, efpecially fince 
‘tis anonymous for us to give any Credit 
CO if. 

Queft. 11. How our Bleffed Saviour is faid 
to be from David, there being no Genealogy of 
the Virgin Mary in Holy Writ, from whom in 
re{pett of the Flefh we are to reckon our Savi- 
our £ . 
Anfw, Tho’ the Virgin Mary’s Lineage is 
notexpreft, yetit may by confequence be 
made out, that fhe alfo was the Daughter 
of David; for ‘tis well known that the Jews 
always Married into their Own Tribe and 
Family; which confider'd, our Saviour be- 
ing the Son of the Virgin Mary was alfo the 
Son'of David. . 

Queft. 12. I prefume you have heard of 
(if nor. feen) that Nottelucent Infe& calla 
Asuaveis, or the Glow-worm; two of whichI . 
brought from the Hedges out of the Country to 
London with me, youd very much oblige me, 
and doubtle/s ( fome ) others with your Comje- 
tures, concerning the Reafon of that great 
Light that little part of the Tail gives? whe- 
ther it is an igneous, or what fubftance, or no? 
[ I'm for the Negative, becaufe they feeb fo 
frigid in one’s hand) or from whence they con- 
tract that {plendor ? 1 obferve they can ceafe 
feining at pleafure, and that they fine more 
or lefs as they pleafe, which for your better or : 
[peedser farisf attion, (if your Learned Society 
will be pleafed to aécept of one, it {hah be fent 
in a Box with Grafs, or bow you please, uate 


you, J : 
Anf. Your Opinion is exa@; for fur- 

ther iments of this Nature weet 

co what Sir. Tho. Brown has writ ia ‘his 
algar Errors. | | 
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